Effects of sex, age, habitat and body weight on kidney weight in white-tailed deer.
Kidney (Y) and body (X) weights in kilograms are highly correlated (r = 0.88) in white-tailed deer. As in other mammals, the relationship between the two variables is curvilinear with Y = -2.493 X0.746. Habitat did not affect the parameters of the realationship although certain sex-age and sex month categories did. However, use of kidney weight in standardizing body condition indices in deer of different sizes still seems warranted for white-tailed deer in the southeastern United States during the hunting season because of the relatively high predictability of the overall kidney-body weight relationship.